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Honouring Indigenous Veterans This National Aboriginal Veterans Day
This November 8th is National Aboriginal Veterans Day, a day of remembrance
and commemoration of the contributions of Indigenous veterans in the First and
Second World Wars, as well as the Korean War. This Aboriginal Veterans Day, we
would like to express our gratitude for the contributions Indigenous veterans have
made to Canada and the world.

National Aboriginal Veterans Day began in Winnipeg in 1994 when Indigenous
veterans were not recognized in Remembrance Day activities, and is now
celebrated in many communities across Canada. Over 12,000 Indigenous people
are estimated to have volunteered in all three wars, including 7,000 First Nations
members, and approximately 300 died during these conflicts.

First Nations, Inuit and Metis people were not eligible for conscription because they
were not citizens of Canada (they were also unable to vote), but many volunteered
despite the challenges they faced, including traveling long distances from remote
communities to enlist, learning a new language (English), and coping with racism
against them. Indigenous people were not allowed to join the Canadian Air Force
until 1942 and the Canadian Navy until 1943. Both men and women enlisted, serving
as soldiers, nurses and in other roles. Many served with distinction, winning medals
for bravery in action.



We encourage eligible VESTA members to complete the 2021 Survey, which is a
project of the BC Teachers’ Council. The survey is a follow-up to the initial survey
from 2015. The purpose of the 2015 Survey was to better understand how well-
prepared new teachers were for the realities of teaching in the BC K-12 school
system. The 2021 Survey takes this aim a step further by focusing on how new
teachers entering the BC system develop their professional teacher identity with
the end goal of recommending strategies to better support this process. The cross-
cutting themes of the survey are the Professional Standards for BC Educators. The
survey invites teachers who have completed their teacher education programs in
BC within the past 5 years (2015–2020) and who are currently certified to teach in
our K-12 system. 

The BCTC New Teacher Survey 2021 was successfully launched on October 6, 2021.
An invite to participate in the survey was sent out to close to 10,000 eligible
certificate holders. The participants can access the Survey here.

After the war, enlisted Indigenous people returned home to continued
discrimination, including in some cases denial of benefits, loss of Indian Status,
and expropriation of their land by the government for non-Indigenous veterans. It
was only in 1995 that Indigenous veterans were allowed to lay wreaths
commemorating their fallen comrades at the National War Memorial in Ottawa.
The first monument commemorating the role of Indigenous people during these
three wars was dedicated in 2001 in Ottawa. It took until 2003 for the Government
of Canada to provide veterans’ benefits to First Nations soldiers who had been
denied them in the past, and Metis veterans have never received them.

Today, Indigenous people continue to serve in Canada’s armed forces.

https://www.righttoplay.ca/en-ca/national-offices/national-office-
canada/whats-new/honouring-indigenous-veterans-this-national-aboriginal-
veterans-day/

The late Sergeant Tommy Prince: Tommy Prince
was Canada’s most-decorated Aboriginal war
veteran, having been awarded a total of 9
medals in WW2. He would sneak into the enemy
camp, and he would steal the German`s shoes.
Other times he would go into a German camp at
night and slit the throat of every third German
soldier when they were sleeping. 
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The late Fred George 
– Wet’suwet’en Veteran
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