Ocar [Pelergon

Jazz pianist, composer & educator. Oscar Peterson
is one of Canada’'s most honoured musicians. He is
widely regarded as one of the greatest jazz pianists
of all time.

Born August 15, 1925 in Montreéal,
Quebec. He was renowned for his
remarkable speed and dexterity,
meticulous and ornate technique, and
dazzling, swinging style. He earned
the nicknames “the brown bomber of

boogie-woogie” and "master of

A prolific recording artist, he typically
released several albums a year from the
1950s until his death. He also appeared on
more than 200 albums by other artists,
including Ella Fitzgerald, Dizzy Gillespie,
Billie Holiday and Louis Armstrong, who
called him “"the man with four hands.” His
sensitivity in these supporting roles, as
well as his acclaimed compositions such
as Canadiana Suite and "Hymn to
Freedom,” was overshadowed by his
stunning virtuosity as a soloist.

Education Committee ARC Vancouver

He was also made an Officer and then
Companion of the Order of Canada, and an
Officer in the Order of Arts and Letters in
France, among many other honours. The
popularity of his records established
Peterson as the first jazz star that Canada
could truly call its own. His exposure on
CBC Radio and his two tours of Western
Canada in 1946 also contributed to his
growing fame. By 1947, he was headlining
Montreal’s Alberta Lounge with his own
trio. It consisted of Austin “Ozzie” Roberts
on bass and Clarence Jones on drums.
(Guitarist Ben Johnson occasionally
subbed in for Jones.) The trio was heard on
Montreal radio station CFCF in broadcasts
from the lounge. The other recorded
document of Peterson’s Montreal years is
the soundtrack for Norman McLaren’s
innovative and award-winning National
Film Board short, Begone Dull Care(1949).
Night Train (1962), recorded with his trio,
proved to be one of Peterson’s most
commercially successful albums.
Canadiana Suite (1964) was one of his most
acclaimed.

Listen to
Oscar Peterson's
Night Train here
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His life and Iegacy!

Martin Luther King was born on January 15, 1929,

IN the heart of the American South. It was the
peak of segregation, a system of White supremacy
which stripped Black Americans of basic civil and
political rights. Blacks were forced to live, work,

eat, and rest apart from Whites Americans.

Beginning in 1955, King took a leading role In
organizing a coalition of Black churches and civil
organizations dedicated to ending segregation.
As the |leader of the Southern Christian

eadership Conference, King directed major

campaigns of boycotts and protest in the |
southern United States in the 1950's and 60's.

King advocated a strategy of principled
"nonviolent resistance." While he never shrunk
from his commitment to nonviolence, King's
movement was anything but passive, actively
resisting the domination of Black Americans
through organized non-compliance and harsh

criticism of unjust laws.

The highlight of the Civil Rights movement was
its 1963 March on Washington, which saw 250,000
people gather in the US Capital in support of Civil

Rights. King's moving vision of racial equality,
vividly articulated in his "l have a dream" speech,
had a major impact in the passing of the Civil »
Rights Act in 1964, which officially ended ,ﬁ-
segregation in the United States. :«?X

N the late 60's King fought for the rights of the poor and
opposed the Vietnam War. In 1968, he was assassinated i
by a racist at the age of 39. While today King is near- el
universally revered as a hero, at the time of his death he
Was perhaps the most hated man in America. In his fight
for Black rights, King faced police brutality,
imprisonment, slander, and eventually death. Yet King
never gave up the fight. His legacy, his moral force, his

strong faith, and his tireless commitment to justice mark

MLK as one of the greatest figures of the 20th Century:.
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3 Alexander was the first Black Canadian member of
Y< \ Parliament (1968). Cabinet minister (1979) and
\ lieutenant-governor (Ontario, 1985). In recognition of

N his many important accomplishments, January 21st

has been celebrated as Lincoln Alexander Day across

&:& Canada since 2015.

In 1942, Alexander joined the Royal Canadian Air
Force (RCAF), a branch of the armed forcesthat
often restricted non-Whites from entering
service. Because Alexander had poor eyesight,
he was not eligible for combat. He trained

In 1965, Alexander entered politics, running
as Conservative member of Parliament (MP)
for Hamilton West, but was defeated by
less than 2,500 votes. Three years later, on
25 June 1968, he won the seat, makring
him the first Black Canadian to sit in the
House of Commons.He was re-elected four
times, serving a total of 12 years.On 20
September 1985, Lincoln Alexander was
sworn in as Ontario's 24th lieutenant-

instead as a wireless operator, and served with
the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan in
Portage la Prairie, Manitoba. When he was
honourably discharged in 1945, he held the rank
of corporal.

After the Second World War, Lincoln Alexander turned to governor, the first Black Canadian to be
higher education. He earned a BA from McMaster appointed to a viceregal position in Canada
University in 1949, followed by a degree from Osgoode (see Lieutenant-Governors of Ontario). As
Hall Law School in 1953 (see Osgoode Hall). Alexander lieutenant-governor, Alexander was able to
first practised law at a small firm in Hamilton before take an active role in the multicultural
starting his own firm. In 1965, he was appointed affairs of Ontario. Alexander's mandate was
Queen’s Counsel, an honorary title that recognizes a to fight racism, advance the cause of youth
lawyer's contribution to the legal profession. and advocate for seniors.

In 1991, when his term of office was up,
Alexander accepted a post as chancellor of
the University of Guelph, where he served
an unprecedented five terms. After he was
succeeded by Pamela Wallin in 2007, he
was named chancellor emeritus.

In 2000, Alexander was appointed chair of
the Canadian Race Relations Foundation, an
organization dedicated to ending racism
and racial discrimination in Canada.




{ Born in Trinidad and Tobago and came

; to Canada in 1955 to study theology at

He soon became politicized by the
American Civil Rights Movement,
causing him to the study of law at

the University of Toronto. He was
called to the bar in 1963.

While working as a staff lawyer with
the City of Toronto, Charlie became
more involved in activism organizing
and participating in marches and
demonstrations for equal rights for
African Canadians.

the University of Saskatchewan.
Charlie was a lawyer an artist, poet
and musician.

He owned and operated a club
called Little Trinidad. It was a place
for Torontonians from the Southern
Caribbean to engage in their
Caribbean culture through steel
band, calypso, folk arts, drama and
dance. He organized events and
exhibits to create awareness of
Caribbean artists. His desire to
celebrate the cultural contributions
of people of Caribbean descent led
him and others to organize the first
Caribana parade as part of country-
wide celebrations of Canada's 100th
birthday in 1967. This Caribbean
cultural celebration was so
successful that the organizers were
asked to make it an annual event.
Charlie became a founding member
and the first chair of the Caribana
festival, which has grown into the
largest festival of its Kind in North
America.







Soccer player (born 15 January 1968 in
Georgetown, Guyana). Charmaine Hooper

debuted with the Canadian women's soccer
team in 1986 and was a two-time NCAA first-

team All-American while playing at North
Carolina State University

She represented Canada at three
FIFA Women's World Cups (1995,
1999, 2003) and won two silver
medals for Canada at the
CONCACAF Women's Championships
(1991, 1994). She also helped lead
Canada to its first-ever CONCACAF
gold in 1998.

She was named a member of the All-
Time Canada XI women's team and has
been inducted into both the Soccer Hall
of Fame and Museum and Canada’'s
Sports Hall of Fame.

www.antiracismcoaltion.org

Hooper was one of the original six
members of the Canadian women's
national team that formed in 1986.
During her 20-year career, she
laced up for Canada 129 times and
scored 71 goals, making her
Canada’s all-time leading goal
scorer (a record since surpassed
by Christine Sinclair). Hooper made
her debut for Team Canada as an
18-year-old against Team USA on 7
July 1986. She went on to represent
Canada at three FIFA Women's
World Cups (Sweden 1995, USA 1999,
USA 2003). At the 1995 and 1999
World Cups, Hooper was recognized
by the FIFA Women's World Cup
Technical Study Group as one of
Canada’s outstanding players. After
the 2003 World Cup, the group
noted that Hooper is an
“inspirational leader, comnmanding
in defence and dangerous at set
pieces.”

@arcvancouver_



In 1855, Sutherland became British North
America’'s first known Black lawuyer, practising
first in Berlin, Ontario (now Kitchener) and then
moving to Walkerton, where he practised for

more than 20 years.

Born in Jamaica in 1830, he began
his studies at Queen’s in 1849, just
eight years after the university

was founded. He was a stellar
student, winning 14 academic
awards.

After contracting pneumonia,
Sutherland died without heirs in
1878, leaving his entire estate to

Queen’s University.

“\
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In 2009, Queen’s Board of Trustees
approved the renaming of the
Policy Studies Building as Robert
Sutherland Hall. The building
houses a number of departments
and institutes dedicated to the
study of politics and
governmental issues.

The university also honours
Sutherland through the annual
Robert Sutherland Prize awarded
to a graduating and self-defined
student of colour who shows
leadership in fostering diversity,
the Robert Sutherland Award for
Excellence in Debating and other
awards bearing his name.

Let us celebrate Robert Sutherland
for making history as the first
university student and graduate
of colour in Canada, as well as its
first Black lawyer.






In 1948, when most ethnic minorities
were barred from teaching, Barbara
Howard became the first person of
colour to be hired as an educator by
the Vancouver School Board, teaching
physical education at Lord Strathcona

Elementary School.

In 1938, in grade 11, Howard ran a 100-yard
sprint in 11.2 seconds to qualify for the
British Empire Games, a time that beat the
Games' record by a tenth of a second. But
despite winning silver and bronze medals
in relays at the Games, she came sixth in
the 100-yard dash. Her next chance would
have been the 1940 Summer Olympics in
Tokyo, but the Second World War derailed
the Olympics for the next decade and
ended Howard's running career.
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Athlete, educator and community leader. Barbara
Howard was the first black female athlete to
represent Canada in international competition,

At Trafalgar, Howard worked with
brilliant, but underperforming kids. In
a 2010 Burnaby Now interview, she
recalls being told to do “anything” to

keep the children stimulated.She had
them plan day-trips, sent them to work
with their fathers, and had them film
movies. Her strategy seems to have
worked; like Dr. Patricia Hoy of the
UBC School of Music, many were later
successful, earning advanced degrees.
“The child,” Howard argued, “is more
important than the curriculum.” In
2010, Howard was recognized by the
Vancouver Park Board with a
Remarkable Women Award for “her
passionate dedication to inspire others
to make a positive difference in their
community.” She was inducted into
both the Burnaby Sports Hall of Fame
and the BC Sports Hall of Fame, and in
2013, received the Queen Elizabeth II
Diamond Jubilee Medal. In 2015, she
was welcomed as one of “The Legends”
in the Canada Sports Hall of Fame.
Howard passed away on January 26,
2017 at the age of 96.
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Mary Shadd

Shadd was born on October 9, 1823 and died
on June 5,1893. Wilmington, Delaware,
United States and died on June 5, 1893 in
Washington, D.C., United States.

The Canadian Encyclopedia

Shadd was known as an American-
Canadian anti-slavery activist,
journalist, publisher, lawyer, and

teacher.
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Portia White

Portia was born June 24, 1911 in Truro, Nova,
Scotia and died February 13, 1968 in Toronto,
Ontario.

The Canadian Encyclopedia

Portia was eager to become a
professional singer and started her
career in the church choir at just 6 years

of age.
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Viola Desmond

Viola was born July 6, 1914 in Halifax, Nova
Scotia and died on February 7,1965 in New
York, New York.

4
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The Canadian Encyclopedia

Inspired by her parent's respect and hard
work within the Black community Viola
opened a beauty school, the Desmond

School of Beauty Culture.
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ﬁfua, (Ava [Pamela,) Cooper

Educator, historian, performance artist and
poet. Born November 8, 1957 in the Whithorn
district of Westmoreland, Jamaica

Considered one of the most
influential and pioneering voices in
the Canadian dub poetry and
spoken word movement. Her
poems are published in numerous Her parents are Ruth Campbell

regional, national and international Cooper and Edward Cooper. In 1966

Journals and anthologies. she moved from Westmoreland to
Kingston to live with her aunt,
Elfleda Campbell. She attended St.
Michael's All-Age School in Rae

Town. Cooper then attended
performances that make her work Camperdown High School (East

well known to the global community. FEAEECDRCRGEC R RPANLEE
she was a founding member of the
African Studies Club. Graduating in
1975, Afua Cooper was by then a
Rastafarian, and she spent the year
living with dub poet Mutabaraka and
his wife, Yvonne Peters. In 19/9-80,
she went to teach at Vauxhall
Secondary School, after earning a
teaching diploma from Excelsior
Community College. She later
moved to Canada in December 1980
during a period of great political
unrest throughout Jamaica

Afua Cooper is one of nine children
— five sisters and three brothers.

Afua Cooper also has COs of her

www.antiracismcoaltion.org @arcvancouver._



Carrie Best

Carrie was born on March 4, 1903 in New
Glasgow, Nova Scotia and died on July 24,
2001 in her birth city.

The Canadian Encyclopedia

In 1946, Carrie co-founded The Clarion,
one of the first newspapers to be owned
and published by Black Canadians in

Nova, Scotia.
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John Ware is known as a Canadian

lengendary cowboy who was a successful

rancher that demonstrated great
physical strength and excellent
horsemanship. He was also respected as
one of the top cowboys from the West
even against the odds of widespread anti-

racism and discrimination.

Near the end of the American Civil War in
1865 John Ware became a free man. Ware
made his way to the west and eventually
found work on a ranch close to Fort Worth,
Texas. Unfortunately, Ware was unable to
read or write so many details of his life,
particularly those of when he was young
are unknown. The accountable sources of
John's life were written by friends years
after he died. As a free man Ware kept
travelling west and sharpened his skills as
a cowboy. In the late 1870s, he drove herds
of Texas cattle to the ranges in Montana. In
1882, he assisted in bringing 3,000 head of
cattle from the United States to the
southwest of Calgary. In the mid-1880s,
Ware managed a horse herd on Quorn
Ranch on Sheep Creek known as Sheep
River now. Spring of 1884 and 1885, Ware
joined in two large roundups of searching
for cattle and before the second round he
registered his own brand “four nines
(9999)" and he later re-registered it as
three nines in 1898. John Ware, the
courageous man he was started his own

ranch two years later.
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